Artist’s Statement
 
For the past several decades, my sculpture has been focused on large scaler, functional public art--gateways, marquees, benches, bike racks, sundials, tree grates, etc. However, in the last few years, my creative thoughts have been involved with interpreting functional handheld objects or furniture enhancements. The sculptural results over the last 42 months are objects that have included tabletop pieces with none over 12 inches high. Additionally, I have created small tables and umbrella stands that were 20” tall or less. All pieces are done in series. I refer to my personal style as “narrative minimalism.”

Some of my pieces are utilitarian and others are for contemporary religious observance as well as year-round décor. The first series that I created was based on my visit in 2009 to Prague, Czechia. There I visited and marveled at the very Gothic AltNeu Synagogue built in 1270 in the city’s Medieval Jewish Quarter. Its façade and roofline made a major visual and visceral impression on me. Finally, it occurred to me how to celebrate it by creating Chanukah menorahs using its iconic form as a basis. This was the place that the mythological Golem was created in the 16th Century. As another story of the battle against Antisemitism, this form seemed to fit with the earlier Maccabi Chanukah story and as an alternative to traditional menorahs underscoring the fight against hate and injustice. 

The second series I created was three sets of candlesticks. With a playful nod to Brancusi, these can be used for sabbath observance or day to day service. Other candlesticks followed: a set based on skyscrapers (reaching for the stars), a set based on fish (a Chinese symbol of abundance), and more curvilinear sets that are stepped (reflecting time and place). Interspersed were concepts created for abstracted door knockers and animal-themed door handles. Lately, I have been creating sculptural end tables, sculptural umbrella stands, sculptured bookends, cast bronze door pulls, and studies for larger outdoor sundials.

My creative interpretation of each of these sculptures is quite Euclidean using geometric metaphors that are rhythmic, angled, stepped, or sometimes curvilinear. With each piece, I try to evoke the magic of basic shapes.

I received my bachelor’s degree from Washington and Lee University and my master’s from the Harvard Graduate School of Design where I was awarded a National Endowment of the Arts Fellowship. I was also a research fellow at the former Center for Advanced Visual Studies at MIT. In 2025, the Mass Cultural Council recognized me with an award as a Creative Individual for my sculpture.
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